Letter by Jenis Dye born 1875 son of William Dye 1841-1918 dictated to 
Anderson Dye (1) his great nephew near Madisonville TN in the 1970s. This 
letter is by far the most informative and important document we have ever 
seen relating to the Dye’s of Tennessee:


"This was Uncle Genins talking about his people he was born Dec. 11, 1875 
died 1978. He was my dad’s brother.

Tomme & Lucy Dye (2) came from GA. When Wm. was 10 years old. Tomme married a 
Pulliam - Zack was her farther name. Thay come from Blue Ridge, GA. Genins 
Dye said (I found thay came from Habersham County, GA) Zack Pulliam owned an 
int. in a sail boat his daughter Lucy made 3-yds of Jeans and took to Africa 
& bought a slave. When she married Tommie Dye Zack gave gave them a slave. 
Tommie set the slave free.

Tommie & Lucy died & was burried at church of the valley (Ceader Grove) (3). 
Thay burried near Alf & Cent Hamelton their son law & daughter.

Tommie & Lucy had John (4), Joe, George, Genins, William (Bill), (Cent) 
Cynthie & one died named Columbus (Lum) & was burried in GA. Two girls named 
Linda & Sally thay married a Briar & Bayley and stayed in GA-John died during 
Civil War at Knoxville, Joe (5) was captured at Robinson Mill in Loudaun when 
he came to get his pay for working for Joe Robinson $7.00 and never was heard 
of again. 

George went to Ill. after the Civil War when his wife died then he married 
her sister.

John married (6) a German girl she got sick & wanted to die in German. John 
took her back to German where she died thay had one child Albert. When they 
were coming back on a sailboat a bad storm came up the captain said Albert 
was the only good sailor he had on the boat. Albert joined the regulars & 
went to Kentucky.

I think they had a boy named Frank who died when he was young he is burried 
on a hill back of the Hawkin place south west of Ceader Grove Church.

1834 Geninis was in Civil War & raised his family in McMine County Geninis 
was captured at Cleveland Tnn, in the Civil War thay took his good shoes an 
gave him same old ones made him walk to Athens where he was tried found guity 
a was to be shot at sun rise. When the fire died down he and his partner made 
a brak for a pine thicket and got away they found a shack where some negros 
lived he asked for some rags to wrap his feet in the negros gave him some 
shoes.

Genins children were George, Albert, Will, Lucy (Armstrong), Mary & Farley 
Burgers mother ( ) Lillie. William & George went to Texas & died out there.

Jane Ryder (Dye) mother of Genins Dye, her dad was Wright S. Ryder her mother 
was Mahah C. Rule. Wright S Ryder Dad was Alexandrio Ryder his first wife was 
a Talbert & burried at sink his second wife was Marth Young..

Alex & last wife are burried at New Providence same as his boys went to 
California during the Gold Rush."


End of letter

We put in some footnotes: for clarification: (1) Anderson Dye’s dad was 
Columbus Dye b. 1882-1952. Also a son of William Dye 1841-1918. (2) Lucy 
Pulliam aka Luca Pulham. (3) Church we think that is now the Tellico Baptist 
Church Cemetery. (4) John our great grandfather. (5) We believe that Joe as 
well as the other Dyes in the Monroe County area were Union sympathizers. (6) 
This must have been a marriage prior to his marriage to Minerva Harris 1857, 
the boy Albert appears on 1860 Monroe County TN census, age 10 with his 
father John Dye age 34, Minerva age 17 (young bride) and Franklin 4 months 
either this Franklin was born after the first boy Frank died or Frank did not 
die because this Frank is my Great Uncle who joined the army in 1875 at Fort 
Cameron UT, died in 1945. 
Comments: Remember this is a hand written dictated letter and the spelling 
was not very consistent, Anderson seems to write what he heard. 

Sherri: I am looking for a record of John Dye’s first marriage to the "German 
girl." What could have happened to Albert after he went to Kentucky? We have 
Civil War records of John, William, Jennins, and George Dye (Union Army). 
John and probably Albert were charged with assault during Civil War 
(protesting confederate army recruitment). John sold property in Monroe 
County in 1865. We lose track of him after that. Letter says he died in Civil 
War. He was in Mounted Infantry Company D 1864. It was never fully organized 
and he was mustered out in 1864. So he could not have died while in the 
military. Minerva Harris married John Sachs aka Sykes about 1870 and had 
several more children. One of them was Martha who later had a son named 
Willis Ritter (a famous federal judge from Salt Lake City). 


