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The Sontag Family (Sonntag) came from Hesse-Cassel (also Kassel), Germany.

Hesse–Cassel experienced an economic depression generated by the Paris Revolution in July of 1830. Many families fled the area during this time period.

The Family arrived aboard the Brig Stern. They left at a port in Breman, Germany and arrived at the Port of Philadelphia in the United States on 7 Sep 1839. Passengers # 8-15 are listed as follows:

M Sonntag (John Martin Sonntag) age 45  Farmer

Anna Catharina Sonntag age 49

Sebastian Sonntag 28

Justus Sonntag age 18

Gertrude Sonntag age 16

Anna Catharina Sonntag age 12

Elise Sonntag  age 10

Adam Sonntag (John Adam Sonntag) age 7

John “Martin” Sontag became a naturalized citizen in St. Louis City, St. Louis, MO on 31 May 1848.  His Native Country is listed as Hesse-Cassel.

At this point the spelling seemed to change to the Americanized, one “N” of, Sontag.  
Martin did serve in the Civil War, as a Private in the Union Army, Missouri, 2nd Reg. Light Artillery Co M & E.

John “Adam” Sontag became a naturalized citizen in St. Louis City, St. Louis, MO, on 1/12/1854. There is a Pension Record available for John Sontag, wife Anna E. for Civil War service.  Oct 13 1890 Widows pension. He was a Private,
Co. F, Pacific Battalion, Missouri Home Guard.

Many German immigrants were settling in the St. Louis area around this time.

In 1850, Martin Sontag resides in Meramec Township in St. Louis, Missouri.
He is a 58 year old Farmer from Germany. His wife, Anna is 61 years old.

On this Census: Sebastian age 31, Augustus 28, Eliza 21, and Adam 18.

By 1860, John A Sontag (Adam) age 27 is married to Anna Eliza Schwartz age 27.

They married at Ellisville, St. Louis, Mo on 25 Feb 1853.

They resided at Meramec, St. Louis, MO at Fenton, MO.

In this household was: Justus age 6, Henry E. 4, Caroline 3, and K. E. (Julia Amelia -Emilie) age 1 and His Father John M. age 67 (Martin)

In 1870, John Adam Sontag is still married to Anna and residing Meramec, St. Louis, Mo.  The Meramec River sustained many farms in the area during this time period. Adam was 37 and Anna was 38 at the time of this census.

Martin is still residing with his son, at the age of 76. Justus age 16, Edward (Henry) 14, Caroline 12 and Emilie 10.
Most of the early Sontag’s are buried in the Fenton, MO area or the Ellisville, MO Area.
Most of the Cemetery information has now been added to the following website 

Http://www.findagrave.com
Bernard “Justus” Sontag was the son of John Adam Sontag and Anna Catherina unknown, His parents were married in Hesse-Cassel, Germany before coming to the United States.

Bernard “ Justus” Sontag married Miss Emma Helena Bierbrauer
There were married in Clayton, St. Louis Co, MO by H.V. Kalmer, a Catholic Priest, on 11 May 1879.  The Witnesses were listed as follows:

Frank Henry Kick

Julia Amelia (Sontag) Kick

Henry E. Sontag

Johanna Bierbrauer

Emma Bierbrauer was the daughter of Jacob Bierbrauer and Johanna Woerle (Worley). Johanna’s name is said to be both Fohlbusch and Woerle on the death certificates of her children. Her Marriage to Jacob Bierbrauer suggests Worley was her name at the point of her marriage to Jacob on 28 Feb 1852 at St. Louis, MO.
Justus was born 30 Jan 1855 in Ellisville, St. Louis Co, MO and he died 10 Jun 1928 at Manchester, St. Louis Co, MO. He was buried at Zion’s Evangelical Cemetery which has been renamed as Elm Lawn Cemetery, located in Town & Country, in St. Louis Co, MO.  His Missouri Death Certificate indicates he died of Heart Disease.

During his married to Emma he had 7 children:

Augusta K. Sontag- She was born 22 Aug 1874, before her parents married.

She married William George Lemcke on 12 May 1895 at Manchester, St. Louis Co, MO. She died 24 Apr 1924.
Emma Sontag – She was born 12 Nov 1878 and died 4-15-1940. She married William C. Broeker.

Henry Sontag- He was born 28 May 1881 and died 11-1972

Frank Edward Sontag- He was born 16 Sep 1879 and died 11 Apr 1920
He died of Tuberculosis according to his death certificate.  Never married.
Clara Mae Sontag- She was born 23 Jan 1885 and died 2 Feb 1980.

She 1st married Henry Otto Hoffman (aka Melvin)on 31 Mar 1902  and 2nd to William B. Weibe. They are buried at Bellerive Heritage Cemetery (formerly Hiram Cemetery)
Justus Sontag- He was born 5 May 1883 and died 10 Apr 1972, in Christian Co, IL.

He married Jennie Louise Miline. 

Raymond Sontag- He was born 22 Jul 1891 and died 7 Sep 1959.

He never married.  

Emma died before the marriage of Justus to Margaret (Maggie) Charlotte (Lottie) Dickens on 18 Mar 1897 in St. Louis County, MO.
Maggie (Lottie) was the daughter of Mahlon T. Dickens, the son of Hugh (James) & Charlotte Dickens. Mahlon (aka Maylon, Malen, Malon) had a twin brother named Mason. Mahlon married  Maggie Maxey (Maxie) whom had been married previously. They were Lottie’s Parents.
The Children of Justus & Lottie Dickens Sontag:
Clinton Wayne Sontag

Angeline Agnes Sontag (Angie) Parker Hartt

Walter Mahlon Sontag

August John Sontag

Mary M. Sontag

Margaret Melba Sontag Prill

Earl Thomas Sontag

Florence Ruby Sontag

Dolan Slayton Sontag

Velma Leoma Sontag Gilliam

Justus and Lottie divorced 24 Sep 1919 at Dexter, Stoddard Co, MO.

Lottie remarried William Spicer on 5 Jun 1920 at Clay Co, MO and married again to Luther Allen 20 Jan 1938 at Dunklin Co, MO. Lottie died 5 Mar 1853 at Goodrich, Genessee, MI and is buried at Eastlawn Cemetery, Lake Orion, MI.
Her stone reads: Maggie C. Allen,  it is available for viewing on findagrave.com.

Justus died 10 Jun 1928 at Manchester, St. Louis Co, MO. He is buried at the former Zion Cemetery, now known as, Elm Lawn Cemetery, Clayton, St. Louis, MO.
Walter Mahlon Sontag was born 10 Jan 1903 at Dexter, Stoddard Co, MO.
He married Ruth Mae Lane on 22 Mar 1927 at Dexter, Stoddard Co, MO.
Ruth was the daughter of John Allen Lane and Lela Francis Chilton.

They are buried at Ezell Cemetery, Dexter, Stoddard Co, MO.

Ruth died suddenly on 19 Oct 1952. Walter remarried to Catherine Kleine and he died on 6 Jan 1966 in St. Louis, MO. He is buried at Calvary Cemetery, St. Louis, MO.

The Children of Walter and Ruth Lane Sontag are:

Thelma Illene Sontag Dickerson

Walter Mahlon Sontag Jr.

Robert Gene Sontag
Harold Dean Sontag

Mary Lee Sontag Carr Luster

Billy Joe Sontag

Shirley Mae Sontag Weinzerl

Earl Wayne “Sonny” Sontag

Earl Wayne Sontag was born 30 Jan 1940, Dexter, Stoddard Co, MO

& he died 3 Sep 1993 in St. Louis, MO. He married Margaret Mary Ryan on 12 Jun 

1960 at St. Louis, MO.  They have 3 living children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
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